Week 3: Fear or friendship
Today’s Text: 1 Samuel 18:1 – 1 Samuel 23
1. Godly Friendships Are About Commitment.
Selfish Relationships Are About Control


Read 1 Samuel 18:1-9

The obvious difference between the way Jonathan related to David, and how Saul related to David,
is helpful for us. Jonathan covenanted to David, which meant that he was fully committed to David
come what may, whereas Saul wanted to control David, and keep him in his life for his own
purposes. The first relationship was entirely self-less, while the other was entirely selfish.

2. Godly Friendships Involve Costly Giving.
Selfish Relationships Focus on Gaining
As the king’s son, Jonathan had far more to give David than David could give back to him, and yet
Jonathan gave freely anyway. If we are honest with ourselves, this contrasts with almost all of our
relationships today. We do not tolerate relationships that do not give back at least the same effort
that we put in, at least not on a long term-basis. We measure relationship importance by how
much of a need it fulfils for us, except at times when we are moved by compassion to extend help
and support during a crisis. But even help during a crisis can be selfishly motivated, in that we
love to play the role of saviour for people, but we are less interested in walking a long-term
difficult journey once the crisis has passed.

3. Godly Friendships Celebrate Other’s Wins.
Selfish Relationships Are Crippled by
Comparison
Jonathan loved David, and was not threatened by his military success. Saul, on the other hand,
was jealous of, and threatened by, David’s success, even though David was fighting for the same
team. Because Saul was so self-centred, he was unable to celebrate David’s success, and his
constant comparison to David turned into bitter emotion.


Q: What is the difference between someone who wants to control relationships, and someone
who is absolutely committed to the relationship?











Personal Reflection Q’s:

Think about a relationship in your life where you have to be in control in order to be happy
within the relationship.

In which relationship do you feel the most uncomfortable when the other person is off
doing their own thing, without you knowing about it, or being included?

What is it that you gain from being in a relationship with this person?
Q: Is it possible to be in a relationship where you are being controlling, but yet still manage
to be “nice” enough to them, in order to keep them in that position of submission? Explain
your answer.
Personal Reflection Q’s:
 How many of your relationships do you consider to be “costly”?
 Out of the list of costly relationships, how many of them do you think are actually Godly?
(Note: Not all costly relationships are Godly. Some are birthed out of the idolatry of
people-pleasing/fear of man, but others are Godly because it is a choice to give, knowing
that the other person is unable or unwilling to give back).
Q: Why is it an indication of an ungodly relationship/attitude, when you are unable to
celebrate the other person’s “wins” in life? (Personalize this: Think about the one person that
with whom you do not to celebrate when good things happen to them because it irritates you
or makes you feel jealous, or perhaps you feel indifferent or a level of disdain about their
successes).
Q: What difference do you think it would make to Christian marriage relationships, if couples
would commit to and serve one another without an agenda, rather than just agreeing to
compromise (and selfishly get half their needs meet on their own terms)?

4. Godly Friendships Stand Up Against
Opposition. Selfish Relationships Center
Around People-Pleasing


Read 1 Samuel 19:1-7

Jonathan risked his life to dissuade his father, Saul, from killing David. Saul initially agreed,
because in the moment, it felt as though Jonathan had a good point. But the minute that it no longer
suited Saul’s emotions, he changed his mind and went after David again.

5. Godly Friendships Require Listening and
Trusting. Selfish Relationships Use
Information as Power


Read 1 Samuel 20:1-4

Though Jonathan had witnessed his father relent from his decision to kill David, he still listened
intently to David, and trusted him despite the contradictory report. His love and trust for David
redirected his own decisions.

6. Godly Friendships Put Others First. Selfish
Relationships Isolate Others


Read 1 Samuel 20:30-34

Saul’s toxic relationship with David began to seep into his other relationships. Because Jonathan
stood in the gap between Saul and David, Saul was willing to kill Jonathan as well. Jonathan on the
other hand was willing to stand by David regardless of the cost to himself.

7. Godly Friendships Are Affectionate in Word
and Action


Read 1 Samuel 20:40-42

The friendship was so important to both David and Jonathan that in the most difficult time, they
made the time and effort to express their love and appreciation to one another. It is vital for us to
express our appreciation and love for one another, because it brings strength and
encouragement.

8. Godly Friendships Strengthen Faith


Read 1 Samuel 23:16-18

When David was worn-out and struggling to continue, Jonathan strengthened him with the truth.
He encouraged David with the covenantal promises of God. God had promised that David would
be king, and that even though things looked impossible, God would be faithful, and therefore
David could be strengthened by that truth. We should be encouraging our friends in the truth too.
Q: Why does a Godly relationship require really listening and trusting the other person?
When last did you trust another person because of your relationship with them despite the
opposing circumstances? How did this work out?
 Q: Which relationship is God speaking to you about, that requires some changes, in order for
it to become godlier? Write down their name and then consider and list the ways in which
God is asking you to obey: by putting them first, being affectionate in thought or deed,
strengthening them in the faith? Share this with your group so they can hold you accountable.


